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In most cases the group chooses who undertakes the catering for their event. That choice 
includes: 
 
Self-catering – the group members undertake their own catering preparation and service. 
Commercial catering – the appointment of a commercial caterer to supply the catering service. 
Islesburgh catering – engaging Islesburgh to supply the service. 
 
These choices are subject to the availability of the kitchen and in the case of Islesburgh catering, 
the availability of Islesburgh Staff. Under certain circumstances it may not be possible to allow all 
of the above options. 
 
Appointed commercial caterers and groups undertaking their own catering are required to take 
advice and/or instruction from Islesburgh staff concerning kitchen practices and use of equipment. 
Staff will make equipment, crockery and cutlery available to the group. 
 
The commercial caterer appointed by the group must be registered under the Food Hygiene 
Regulations. The group will be invoiced for the commercial caterer’s use of the kitchen. 
 
The group is responsible for ensuring that areas involved in catering are left in a clean and tidy 
state, with crockery, cutlery and other equipment used, washed, dried and stored correctly.  The 
group is not responsible for this when the catering is undertaken by Islesburgh staff. 
 
Islesburgh can provide a range of catering services to meet groups’ requirements. Sample menus 
and costs are available. Islesburgh cannot supply a licensed bar service or supply alcohol with 
meals. The group may themselves purchase alcohol for free distribution at the vent during 
recognised licensing hours. 
 
The “Blue Rock Café” is situated on the ground floor of Islesburgh Community Centre and is open 
to both users and the general public. 
 
Opening hours  Monday to Saturday  9.45 am to 9pm 
   Sunday    12 noon to 4pm & 7.30pm to 9pm 
 
During evening periods hot snacks are available from the kiosk in the Youth Lounge until 10.15pm 
 

 hot and cold drinks 
 various salads 
 sandwiches 
 confectionery 

 wide range of meals &  snacks 
 baked tatties with various filling 
 soup………. and much more 

 
Islesburgh House café is situated on the ground floor of Islesburgh House/Lerwick Youth Hostel 
and is open to both hostellers and the general public. 
 
Opening hours  July & August  Monday to Saturday  8.am to 2.30pm 
   September to June Monday to Saturday  9.am to 2.30pm 
 
Breakfast – a variety of breakfast choices are available including “full Scottish breakfast”. 
 
A tea trolley service is normally available to groups using the Community Centre. This service is not 
available in Islesburgh House where users have access to the cafeteria and fully equipped upstairs 
kitchen. 
 
All catering activity undertaken by groups, including the sale of refreshments and the consumption of 
alcohol require to be notified to, and approved by, Islesburgh prior to the let. 
 
Charges in respect of catering, including kitchen hire, are in addition to let charges. VAT is due on 
these charges and is recorded on the invoice. 
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LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
All users are required to ensure that the premises are not used for unlawful purposes and that all 
activities comply with legal requirements. 
 
The group is responsible for meeting the requirements of the performing Rights Society, 
Phonographic performance Limited, The Copyright Designs And Patents Acts 1988 and the 
Children’s Act 1989. 
 
The group is responsible for meeting the requirements of the Betting Gaming And Lotteries 
Legislation. 
 
There are options available for users who intend to make alcoholic beverages available at their 
event/function 
 
Social function involving the sale and consumption of alcohol 
 
Users may either, engage the services of a licence holder and ask them to provide a licensed bar 
service for their event, or they may apply for an occasional permission to operate a bar for 
themselves. 
 
In either case, the group must: 
 

 Notify Islesburgh at the time of booking and supply a copy of the license permission prior to 

the function 

 Liaise with Islesburgh staff concerning the delivery and storage arrangements for the dink 

stock 

 Ensure that a bar price list is clearly displayed 

 Ensure that no alcohol is sold or consumed prior to, or following, the times stated on the 

license/permission. The standard 15 minutes drinking up time is allowed. Licences/ 

permissions are normally allowed to 1.00am or 12.00 midnight on Saturdays. 

 Ensure that the bar is operated as if it were a bar in licensed premises, complying fully with 

the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976. 

 
Social function involving the consumption but not the sale of alcohol 
 
Provided that the sale of alcohol does not take place users may hold social events with alcoholic 
beverages, on condition that prior notification is given to Islesburgh. 
 
The consumption of alcohol must take not place outwith permitted hours. Permitted hours are the 
hours that alcohol is available at licensed premises. 
 
The Community Centre and Islesburgh House are not licensed for the performance of plays. Users 
wishing to present a play at these premises require to obtain permission from Islesburgh at least 6 
weeks in advance. 
 
The law prohibits the presentation of obscene performances of plays; the incitement to racial hatred 
and provocation of breach of the peace, by means of the public performance of a play. 
 


